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f‘f@m Then a Memoir

A. THOUSAND DAYS: John) He also kept = pxivate;

F. Kennedy in the White} (journal. At flrst, the notes v

i Fouse. By Arthur M. SC]LZCS- awvere fragmentary; the Presi- i
' inger jr, 1087 pages. Hough-‘ ‘dent had made it clear that {
' ton Mifflin, $9. Sihe didn’t want members of !
Dolbi Ihis staff setting down all the |
. By Maurice Dolbier  tqaily  chit-chat of - White
’THESE are the years thatiziouse -life, because “he

were, from the day Injwished no restraint on hxs{

.Janualy. 1961, when we seemed “own freedom of expression.
‘to have become younger and iThis changed, for schlesinger, [i
| stronger, to the November day jafter the Bay of Pigs: The
rin 1963 when we were sud-g lPlGuidEnb sald o him, “I hope !
' denly and terribly older (“We'll 'you kept a full account ﬂf'
inever laugh again,” sald Wash- fthat” Schlesinger writes: “I.;
lington journalist Mary Mc—uaxd that I had understood,y
‘Grory. And Daniel Moynihan,!be did nob wanh us_ o keep'[!
! Assistant Secretary of Labor, ‘,L‘lll accounts of anybhing, He
isaid: “Hecavens, Mary. We' 11‘ -ald, ‘No, go ahead, You (:411
ilaugh again, It's jush thal jbe -damun sure that the (,‘IA i
iwe'll never be yourig again™). yQas its record and the Joinb 5
| “hiefs thelrs. We'd better
! Norman Maller wrote then,

lepor a time we felt® the %hake sure that we have a

!counmy was ours. NOW. msgcmd over here, So’ you g0
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Ltheirs again,” and in the first [phead’ I did.” (Sehlesinger |

pposed the Bay of Pigs ex
jﬁﬁzﬁkls"ﬁm%rﬁf s:éﬁeddisop%{ edition. In its aftermath, :
But it wasn't ‘“theirs,” be McGeorge Bundy: 1e1ninded
icause those thousand -‘days] Kennedy of this. The Presi- |
had been, and during thati dent said:-“Oh, sure. Avthur
fshoxt and shining span of| wrote me & memorandum that.
itime John F. Kennedy, in! will look pretty good when he
{the words of
Arthur Schlesinger, -had| book on my" administration.
re-gstablished the republic| Only he better nob publish
as the first generation of our | thatb memorandum, while I'm,
Jeaders saw it—young, brave, | still alive. ., . And I have a
eivilized, rational, gay, tough,| title for his book: ‘Kennedy: -
questing, exultant in the| The Only Years.,'") o
excitement  and potentiality | Mr. Schlesinger = describes.
of history. The energics | his book as being a personal
the relea,sed, rbhe standards | memoir and not a-compre~
he set,
inspired, the goals he estab-| do the work full justice, for:
llished would guide the land | while 1t is not comprehensive:
e loved for years o co‘mc.”1 it deals principally withi
Mr. - Schlesinger” was -8 foreign affalrs—it Is \much;
Special . Assistant to the | more than a personal memoh"
Plesident 8 post “that had | much mo1e, even than an ac«]
been ~ described to him in-| . Lo rmeed
advance as that of a "roving 1
reporter and trouble-shooter.” )
e roved, he reported, and .
{he served as a kind of human i
“hot line” between the XKen-
ned'y Administration and the
nation’s easily’ disenchanvted
intellectuals, ~
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count-of “John F, Kennedy
in the White House.” It deals
clearly and’ perceptwely with
the state of:the world in the,
. Kennedy years—the Issues ab’
‘stake in all the continents,]
s the challenges of the nuclear |
Yage, “the grand dynamic of l
modern history.” Its views of 5
" hoth the foreign and domcstxc
scenes are nob narrowed to a
partisax and political focus,:
i but widened to include social, i
ecoriomic and cultural trends. '

' “A Thousand Days” is & |

' formidably long book, -bub
there s11't a moment of dull-
mess in it. Mr., Schlesinger’s
style is witty and vigorous,
and the matters he deals with
ave .still  of immedmte and
1mm&3nse concezn p i
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histortan! gets around to writihg hls .

the purposes. hie| hensive history. This doesn’t .

Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : CIA-RDP88-01350R000200640012-1

-

}""’(/ pu-r" ’M(,

-

k—l"\?é

A



